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The Tulsa Zoo celebrated 90 years of conserving wild 

species and wild places by delivering on the promise 

of the zoo master plan, earning another five-years of 

accreditation and living our animal, conservation and 

education mission. 

The zoo’s gates first opened in September of 1928, 

thanks to Tulsa Parks Superintendent Will O. Doolittle 

and his proposal to create a zoo infused with 

conservation ideals. Doolittle believed a zoo would  

aid in preserving many species of native mammals, 

birds, and reptiles that were approaching extinction. 

Your zoo started humbly with 35 animals and a 

promise to provide a properly planned and maintained 

collection of living animals to offer an educational 

experience for the public. Today’s Tulsa Zoo is home 

to more than 400 species and has been continuously 

accredited for 40 years by the Association of Zoos 

and Aquariums. 

The fiscal year commenced with the newly opened 

Lost Kingdom, the first major project of our master 

plan. This immersive, Asian-inspired series of indoor 

and outdoor exhibits is the embodiment of our 

commitment to building a bigger, better zoo. I’m proud 

to say this new complex contributed to our second-

highest attendance in 90 years, I believe because 

providing the best in animal welfare creates a better 

guest experience.    

Additionally, we completed an overhaul of our giraffe 

care area. The Osage Casino & Hotel Giraffe Barn 

opened on World Giraffe Day with $1 million in 

privately funded improvements. Beyond the cosmetic, 

the renovations directly improve our ability to care 

for an expanding herd, just in time for the arrival of 

male giraffe Ohe. 

When asked why zoos matter, I have a simple answer. 

Because animals matter. As a proud member of the 

Association of Zoos & Aquariums community, we 

continually ask whether we are doing the best for 

the species in our care and for the wild spaces they 

inhabit. We invest time and dollars in caring for our 

animals and in conservation efforts at home and 

across the globe. Collectively, accredited zoos and 

aquariums give more than $220 million in support of 

conservation projects each year. 

The Tulsa Zoo at 90 will continue to evolve and invest, 

research and educate, learn, and love our animal 

ambassadors, all thanks to your support. 

Terrie Correll,

President and CEO

Tulsa Zoo Management, Inc. 

P R E S I D E N T ’ S  L E T T E R

“ W H E N  A S K E D  W H Y  Z O O S  M A T T E R ,  
I  H A V E  A  S I M P L E  A N S W E R . 
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Despite a record cold April and a record warm 
May, admissions net revenue reached $2,261,848, 
a $40,000 increase over the prior fiscal year.  
Membership revenue broke the annual record with 
$1,686,727. The revenue success in membership can 
be attributed to an increase in annual dues in January, 
the continued partnership with Mathis Brothers 
offering discounted family memberships during the 
month of May, and the introduction of the Friends 
level of membership, a membership level targeting 
young adults and other non-traditional families.

The Tulsa Zoo continues to be a popular location 
for private events. For two consecutive years private 
events has exceeded $1 million in earned income. 
Along with many new and returning company picnics, 
award luncheons and birthday parties, the zoo hosted 
large events for Saint Francis Health System and Tulsa 
Community College. 

Our food and retail contract actual income for the 
year was $702,116, a result of an increase in the 
number of catered events and the addition of new 
guest options at the Ann and Jack Graves Komodo 
Canteen, and the George Kaiser Family Foundation 
Rajan’s located inside the Lost Kingdom exhibit 
complex. 

Each year the zoo hosts fundraising events like 
HallowZOOeen, WALTZ on the Wild Side and St. 
John Zoo Run. HallowZOOeen was our second-
highest attended on record, at 21,039. More than 
2,700 runners participated in the family run, St. John 
ZooRun. And our red carpet themed WALTZ raised 
more than $215,000. 

B U S I N E S S  O P E R A T I O N S  H I G H L I G H T S

D R E A M N I G H T

T he zoo hos ted (at no cos t to par t ic ipants) the 
f i f th annua l Dreamnight, an exclus ive e ven i ng 
for f ami l ies of ch i ldren wi th d i sabi l i t i es, wi th 
par tners T he L i t t le L i ght House, Happy Hands 
Educat ion Center, Wri ght Elementary Dea f 
Educat ion Program, and Spec i a l K ids Care. 
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With education core to our mission, the Tulsa Zoo 
focuses on programs that help our guests and our 
community put their environmental education 
into action. Our 2,347 programs reached 116,352 
participants throughout the regoin and neighboring 
states. 

From toddlers to grandparents, staff was able to teach 
all ages about animals and the natural world through 
camps, overnights, outreaches, new classes, on-grounds 
programs and special events. 

Our Zoo2U and U2Zoo formal outreach and on-site 
education programs continued to be popular. Our staff 
presented 193 programs to 6,210 participants from 
different schools and organizations.

The Cox Communications Nature Exchange hosted 
23,398 visitors and educated 1,016 active traders 
during 1,822 trades. Both parents and teachers use 
the no-cost Cox Communications Nature Exchange 
as an educational resource and incorporate it into 
lesson plans. On-grounds interpretive education and 
specialized educational programming consisted of 221 
programs that reached 83,262 participants.

Our Zoo Teen program provided opportunities for 
teens to learn from hands-on experiences in the 

zoo field. Seventy-five teens (ages 13-17) applied for 
this year’s Zoo Teen program. After completing the 
interview, selection and training process, 31 teens 
participated in the program.

TZMI continued partnerships with area organizations 
such as the University of Tulsa, Tulsa Regional STEM 
Alliance, YMCA, Tulsa Symphony, Tulsa Glass Blowing 
Studio, the Arts and Humanities Council of Tulsa, and 
several other local organizations to provide joint 
STEM programming such as SENSEsational Science 
Teacher Professional Development, What Inspires You, 
and the YMCA Summer GO programs.

We celebrated the seventh year of our popular Zoo 
Summer Camp. Because the past two summers saw 
100 percent capacity, we will add additional camp 
sessions to accommodate demand. 

Together TZMI’s 130 active adult volunteers donated 
8,866 hours of their time. The volunteers educated 
guests of all ages about the natural world, assisted 
many departments during special events and high 
traffic times, completed special projects, and worked 
regularly in several areas on grounds. 
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The National Elephant Herpesvirus Laboratory 
– International Consortium and a supporting member 
of the National Elephant Herpesvirus Laboratory 
located at the National Zoo.

Crow Creek Community Demonstration 
Garden and Oklahoma Prairie – Community 
partnership project with the City of Tulsa to create a 
demonstration garden and native Oklahoma prairie 
from vacant city lots in the Brookside area.

Monarch Initiative of Tulsa – The Monarch Initiative 
of Tulsa works to provide information promoting the 
creation of habitats to increase the monarch butterfly 
population during migrations through the Tulsa area. 
TZMI is a founding member and currently chairs the MIT.

Oklahoma Monarch and Pollinator 
Collaborative & Okies For Monarchs Campaign – 
Collaboration of organizations statewide in educating 
and supporting Oklahomans in the protection and 
enhancement of suitable habitat and nectar sources 
for monarchs and pollinators throughout Oklahoma.

Oklahoma State University – The American 
Burying Beetle Project – Establishing and 
maintaining a breeding colony of endangered ABBs at 
the university laboratory to develop best practices for 
rearing and ultimately being released into the wild.

The Wildlife Conservation Society – Scarlet 
Macaw – Partnership with The Wildlife Conservation 
Society to support the Scarlet Macaw population 
recovery program located in Guatemala.

Save The Wild Chinchillas Inc. – Field station, 
habitat restoration, and community education of 
essential ecosystem for endangered chinchillas  
located North Central Chile. 

West African Primate Conservation Action 
– Primate conservation, habitat protection, and 
community education program in the Kwabre 
rainforest in Western Ghana and the Tanoe forest  
in Cote d’Ivoire.

International Rhino Foundation – Support for 
rhino protection efforts, reintroduction projects and 
community programs located in South Africa and in 
Zimbabwe.

C O N S E R V A T I O N ,  G R E E N  P R A C T I C E S  A N D  S C I E N T I F I C  A D V A N C E M E N T

Our conservation program  
supports initiatives that  
have a clear and positive  
impact on threatened  
species and their  
ecosystems. We  
support, facilitate  
and conduct scientific  
advancement in the life  
sciences to improve animal  
care, and are committed to  
reduce the impact on the  
environment by embracing green  
practices in everyday operations. This  

fiscal year we contributed $76,500  
to wildlife conservation.

W I L D L I F E  C O N S E R V A T I O N  P R O G R A M S

Mabula Ground Hornbill Project – Conservation 
that focuses on ground hornbill’s genetics and behaviors 
necessary for successful re-establishment of ground 
hornbills throughout South Africa.

Southern African Foundation for the 
Conservation of Coastal Birds – Recognized for 
financial support of the new seabird hospital, set to 
open in November 2018. TZMI also is supporting a 
new ranger position to manage one of three breeding 
colonies. 

The Wild Nature Institute – Field research and 
community education for giraffe conservation through  
a demography study used in identifying and tracking 
wild giraffes in Northern Tanzania.

Turtle Survival Alliance – Madagascar – 
Supported a team of North American veterinarians 
to Madagascar to help rescue and provide medical 
assistance to 10,000 highly endangered radiated 
tortoises that were confiscated from illegal pet trade.

The Snow Leopard Trust – Supporting a long-term 
ecological study and a conservation field station that 
utilizes motion sensor cameras, GPS radio-collaring 
and socio-economic surveys located in Mongolia.

International Elephant Foundation – Supports 
elephant conservation and education programs in  
the wild, with an emphasis on management, protection 
and scientific research located in central Asia.

Berdiri Yayasan Foundation – Asian elephant anti-
poaching project in partnership with representatives 
who work closely with the International Elephant 
Foundation in North Bengkulu Province, Sumatra.

The Wildlife Conservation Society – Malayan 
Tiger conservation through supporting on-the-ground 
patrol rangers and habitat protection via anti-poaching 
initiatives located in Endau-Rompin Malaysia.

Cikananga Conservation Breeding Center – 
A new conservation partnership that focuses on  
the conservation of threatened and endangered  
Asian song birds in Java.

We helped the Berdiri Foundation 
bui ld an electric fence to stop wi ld 
pigs from feeding on the vegetation 
needed by the conservation center’s 
elephants.

Meet Omo, one of many g i raf fes 
cataloged in the f ield, she has 
very unique coloring.

T u l sa Zoo sent $2,500 to suppor t 
T ur t l e Sur v i va l A l l i ance rescue -
to -re i ntroduc t ion e f for ts for more 
than 10,000 rad i a ted tor toi ses 
con f i scated f rom a s i ng le res idence 
i n Madagascar. 

Crit ical ly endangered black-winged 
starl ing. pictured above juveni les. 

Lasya, a female snow leopard who 
was equipped with a GPS col lar in 
the long-term study. 

Tulsa Zoo supports local conservation 
ef forts with on-grounds waystations 
and aiding community programs.

Tulsa Zoo supports community-
managed rainforest conservation 
ef forts.
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G R E E N  P R A C T I C E S  P R O G R A M S
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C O N S E R V A T I O N ,  G R E E N  P R A C T I C E S  A N D  S C I E N T I F I C  A D V A N C E M E N T

S C I E N T I F I C 
A D V A N C E M E N T  P R O G R A M S

Tulsa Zoo Pharmacokinetic Study – Asian 
Elephant – This study continues to be conducted 
by TZMI veterinary staff to determine the dosing 
recommendations for a medication used in 
Elephant health care in Asian elephants.

Tulsa Zoo Hormone and Behavioral Study 
– Grizzly Bear – This study continues to help 
with animal management practices by establishing a 
baseline of grizzly bear behavior and its correlation 
to cortisol levels during certain months of the year 
at the Tulsa Zoo.

Scientific Advancement Partnerships – We 
partnered in over a dozen different studies that 
focused on breeding and population genetics, 
histology, physiology, and behavioral ecology 
centered on improving animal care.
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Sustainable Tulsa 
TZMI as a business member participates in the 
Sustainable Tulsa ScoreCard Program and serves as 
a ScoreCard coach/mentor for the Tulsa Drillers 
baseball organization.

American Waste Onsite Recycling Program 
We participate in the Mr. Murph recycling program 
and utilize three recycling dumpsters throughout  
zoo grounds that are vital in reducing our 
overall solid waste.

Republic Services/ 
Covanta Energy from Waste 
Operational waste that is not repurposed or 
recycled is collected and transported to the  
Covanta Energy Plant that converts our solid 
waste into renewable energy (electricity).

Energy Savings Lighting Program 
We spent $6,875 to obtain 386 various LED lights 
for upgrades in 27 different sections throughout 
the zoo. This investment resulted in an 85 percent 
average in lighting energy reduction, which is 
expected to result in an annual savings of more  
than $80,000.

The Metropolitan Environmental Trust 
We use the Metropolitan Environmental Trust’s 
commercial fluorescent bulb recycling program,  
as well as programs for glass, batteries and  
electric E-waste materials.

THG Energy Solutions, LLC 
Our use of THG energy and utility  
data management is leading to cost  
savings through electricity, water,  
gas, refuse and recycling.

Tulsa Zoo worked with culinary and retail 
partners to make the switch from plastic 
bottles to paper  for water, and replaced  

single-use plastic straws with strawless lids.



TAP INTO THE        OF CONSERVATION 

A new-for-the-zoo event, Conservation on Tap, was a 
sellout success by tapping into what our zoo friends 
want: to have fun while making a real difference. 

Tulsans know of the brewing popularity of beer 
crafting. Small, independent artisans are joining large 
national distributors to satiate discriminating palates. 
The industry serves as an example of how even smaller 
participants can make a mark in a sizable market. 

We at the Tulsa Zoo look for ways to maximize 
our humble investments in saving species amidst an 
overwhelming and growing list of needs worldwide. 
Enter the wild chinchilla. 

Since 2014, the zoo had provided $16,000 to nonprofit 
Save the Wild Chinchillas, which is devoted to habitat 
restoration and education. The wild chinchilla, long 
hunted for its famously luxurious fur, faced extinction. 
Although the long-tailed chinchilla now is protected 
from hunting, these medium-sized rodents face loss 
of habitat from grazing animals, wood collection 
and mining in their native Andes Mountains and 
surrounding foothills.  About half of the total 10,000 
wild population of this endangered species is found 
within a single fenced preserve in Chile. The rest are 
on private, unprotected land. 

 When we launched Conservation on Tap in April, 
we selected Save the Wild Chinchillas as beneficiary 
specifically because a modest contribution could make 
a tremendous difference. Our inaugural event raised 
$15,000, nearly doubling our prior gifts. Proceeds 
are already funding native plants seedlings, irrigation 
equipment, plus fencing materials to protect the 
new habitat until the plant life can propagate. Similar 
projects already are providing flowering fruit plants 
for chinchillas to eat, with a side benefit of nesting 
materials for native birds. 

Our upcoming Conservation on Tap will support the 
Southern ground hornbill. Your zoo is proud to be a 
part of the interconnected community devoted to 
animals worldwide.

The first introductions between our male and 
female Komodo dragons (Moloch and Luska) took 
place in their new habitat, the H.A. and Mary K. 
Chapman Komodo Dragon Exhibit. With the new 
exhibit complex complete, animal care staff was 
able to focus on identifying the best ways to manage 
animals spilt into different groups. This resulted in the 
female Komodo eventually laying eggs in her indoor 
exhibit. While these eggs were not fertile, the pairing 
represents the first time this female, or any female 
Komodo at the Tulsa Zoo, had ever produced eggs. 

Male African lion Kalu started the introductory 
process in May to join lioness Shatari on exhibit. 
Three-year-old Kalu (pronounced Kuh-LOO) arrived 
in April from the Denver Zoo. After spending several 
days forming bonds with animal care staff behind the 
scenes, Kalu was given access to the exhibit. Kalu 
and Shatari are able to see and smell one another, as 
Shatari is in the former tigers grotto. Animal care staff 
will continue to monitor their behavior for cues about 
when the two lions are ready to meet.

A N I M A L  C O N S E R V A T I O N  A N D  S C I E N C E

T H R E E  F A C T S :

Af r ican l ions are the second-l arges t l i v i ng cat , 
a f ter the t i ger. 

Ma les can wei gh more than 400 pounds.

T hei r home range i s nor thern, centra l and 
eas tern A f r ica .

T H R E E  F A C T S :

In the Komodo world, on l y the bi gges t l i zard 
wi ns. T hough sol i tar y hunters, they come 
toge ther to eat when scaveng i ng a carcass. 
W hen these l i zards meet , they es tabl i sh a c lear 
peck i ng order based on s i ze.

In thei r nat i ve range on the i s l ands of 
Indones i a , there are four t i mes as many ma le 
Komodo dragons as fema le.

Wi th about 60 sharp, serrated tee th and sa l i va 
conta i n i ng harmf ul bac ter i a , Komodo dragon 
mouths are adapted to cut and damage f l esh.

A F R I C A N  L I O N K O M O D O  D R A G O N
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Bo made his Tulsa Zoo debut in November in the 
Lobeck Taylor Family Foundation Red Panda/Binturong 
Exhibit and Aviary. This adorable 2-year-old red panda 
from Prospect Park Zoo had been spending the 
summer in a climate-controlled home behind the 
scenes waiting for the weather to cool. 

 This distinctive habitat in Lost Kingdom allows our 
red panda to enjoy outdoor living during optimal for 
the species cooler weather months; habitat mates 
the binturong spend this time hanging out behind the 
scenes awaiting warmer temperatures.  

Our South African penguin flock grew by one, 
Gladyce in January 2018. Mom Keppy and dad Rogue 
were paired by the AZA Species Survival Plan. Tulsa 
zookeeper Seana Flossic manages the AZA African 
penguin studbook as part of the SSP, which makes 
recommendations on breeding and transfers for the 
long-term health of this endangered species. 

Gladyce is the 37th penguin to hatch at the Tulsa Zoo 
since the 2002 opening of the African penguin exhibit. 
The first chicks, Tallulah and Sophie, turned 15 in 2018. 

A N I M A L  C O N S E R V A T I O N  A N D  S C I E N C E

T H R E E  F A C T S :

Peng ui ns have spi ny tong ues and barbs on the 
roof of thei r mouth to g r ip s l ippery prey; f i sh 
t ravel down but can’ t wi gg le back up

To con f use or escape predators i n the water, 
peng ui ns can leap about 7 fee t i nto the a i r, 
l i ke a mi ss i le, then g l ide back under water. T hi s 
behav ior (ca l led porpoi s i ng) takes less energ y 
than cont i nuousl y swi mmi ng and a l lows the 
bi rds to g u lp a breath of a i r.

Peng ui ns have spec i a l counter -shad i ng 
camouf l age color i ng. I f you look f rom above, 
thei r bod ies are dark to match the dark waters; 
f rom below thei r bod ies are l i ght , to blend wi th 
the sun or moonl i ght above.

T H R E E  F A C T S :

Red pandas use thei r ta i l s for ba l ance, 
camouf l age and warmth. 

T hei r charac ter i s t i c teardrop mark i ng and 
whi te eyebrows prov ide camouf l age and g l are 
reduc t ion.

Red pandas are natura l l y sol i tar y. Much of a 
red panda’s l i fe i s spent i n t rees; much of thei r 
day i s spent forag i ng for bamboo.

S O U T H  A F R I C A N  P E N G U I N R E D  P A N D A
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Three warthog sisters – Asha, Imara and Zuri – this 
May joined white rhino, nyala, springbok and African 
crowned cranes in the 2-acre Mary K. Chapman 
Rhino Reserve. This new-to-the-zoo species arrived 
from the Oakland Zoo. While animal care staff were 
seeing to the welfare and training of the three sisters, 
Operations and Horticulture renovated the exhibit’s 
three yards. They installed a dig barrier, modified the 
pipe fence and laid additional sod to accommodate the 
new species. 

 The warthog trio have enjoyed exploring together, 
digging and wallowing in muddy depressions 
throughout the African grassland habitat. Far more 
social than male warthogs, females make a variety of 
vocalizations for communication. They can be seen, 
and heard, at the Mary K. Chapman Rhino Reserve.

Our snowy owl population tripled with the successful 
hatching of four chicks, continuing a proud history of 
care for snowy owls dating back to 1970. The Tulsa 
Zoo was one of only two AZA institutions to hatch 
snowy owl chicks in 2017. 

The hatching was an overall zoo team effort. 
Zookeepers attended to the daily care of the nesting 
pair and chicks. Operations kept the Owl exhibit a 
cool 56 degrees by maintaining environmental support 
systems. The exhibits department created and installed 
a window decal, providing privacy for the parents and 
viewing opportunities for our guests. The new family 
required five times the amount of mice, which were 
supplied thanks to our Commissary. 

Visit our snowy owls in the Robert J. LaFortune 
WildLIFE Trek Life in the Cold building.

A N I M A L  C O N S E R V A T I O N  A N D  S C I E N C E

T H R E E  F A C T S :

Snowy owls use thei r keen sense of hear i ng to 
f i nd prey h id i ng beneath snow. 

T hey tend to mate for l i fe. 

T he fema le s i ts on her eggs unt i l they hatch, 
which takes about a month; the ma le feeds her 
so she can keep thei r eggs sa fe and warm. 

T H R E E  F A C T S :

War thogs are named for the th ick g rowths of 
sk i n that appear a l l over thei r f aces, but the 
war ts do not have bone or car t i l age i ns ide.

T hey communicate wi th g runts, ch i rrups, 
squea l s and snor ts to convey g ree t i ngs, 
warn i ngs and threats, among other th i ngs.

War thogs have longer legs than most pi gs, 
which a l lows them to doge and outrun potent i a l 
predators. T hey can reach speeds of up to 34 
mi les per hour.

S N O W Y  O W L W A R T H O G S

 S
T

EV
E 

JO
N

ES

 C
H

R
IS

 H
A

M
PT

O
N

10 11



TRANSITIONS | KOFI

Male African lion Kofi passed away in November 2017 
his exhibit holding area surrounded by his caregivers. 
Kofi, who was a part of the zoo family since 2004, 
had been under close supervision of animal care and 
veterinary staff after a diagnosis of chronic end-stage 
renal disease. Kidney failure is a common cause of death 
in older felids, including domestic house cats.

Kofi was very interactive with his zookeepers. The 
animal care staff would reserve time to sit with him for 
the enjoyment his company. Kofi would often sit near 
the fence, cross his front paws, and hang out for a while.

 We are very proud of our animal care and animal 
health teams for the way they have looked after 
Kofi and for their dedication to each animal in our 
care. Thousands, sometimes millions, of people have 
connected with our animals throughout our 90-year 
history. We are thankful to have the opportunity to 
provide a lifetime of care for these important animal 
ambassadors.  JE
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W H Y  A F R I C A N  L I O N 
C O N S E R V A T I O N  M A T T E R S

Although these power ful cats are apex predators – 
an imals at the top of the food cha in – the species 
i s considered v ulnerable, threatened by habi tat 
loss and i l lega l wi ld l i fe t rade. The numbers of 
A f r ican l ions have dropped by more than 40 
percent, to on l y about 20,000 in the wi ld. 

TRANSITIONS | BUZBIE
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W H Y  R H I N O S  
C O N S E R V A T I O N  M A T T E R S

Southern white rhinos are l i s ted by the 
Internat iona l Union for Conser vat ion of Nature  
as Near Threatened, because of increased poaching 
and demand for rhino horn. An es t imated 20,000 
white rhinos remain in g reat l y reduced ranges of 
South A f r ica. Associat ion of Zoos & Aquariums 
zoos and severa l pr ivate Nor th American faci l i t ies 
are home to 248 Southern white rhinos that 
make up the formal l y managed populat ion in the 
AZ A Species Sur v iva l P l an®. The Nor thern white 
rhino i s ex t inc t i n the wi ld; two non-reproducing 
females can be found in a reser ve in Kenya.

The Tulsa Zoo i s committed to rhino conser vat ion, 
ser v ing as a par tner wi th the Internat iona l Rhino 
Foundat ion. The zoo i s on the f ront l ine of suppor t 
for rhino protec t ion ef for ts, reintroduct ion 
projec ts and community programs. 

Male Southern white rhinoceros Buzbie passed  
away in April 2018, surrounded by his caregivers. 
Buzbie was known by his zookeepers as an inquisitive 
rhino who enjoyed rolling logs around his habitat. His 
favorite activity was wallowing in mud. Most mornings, 
zookeepers would find him caked in dirt, which was 
scratched off with a stiff-bristled brush to Buzbie’s 
delight.

Buzbie had been a part of the Tulsa Zoo family since 
1982, coming to the zoo with herd mate Jeannie. At 
37, Buzbie was considered a geriatric animal, which 
means his zookeepers and veterinary staff already 
were watching for changes in body condition and 
daily activity, as well as making his golden years 
comfortable with extra care and attention. Necropsy 
results confirmed the presence of age-related diseases, 
such as osteoarthritis in several joints and a systemic 
infection. When his quality of life had declined 
significantly, our animal care staff agreed it was best  
to end his discomfort. 
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TRANSITIONS

Asian elephant Gunda, the Tulsa Zoo’s longest resident, 
passed away attended by her caregivers on Jan. 22, 
2018, at the age of 67. Zoo staff had been offering her 
hospice care, as Gunda had displayed a natural decline 
in her health from chronic, age-related issues.

Gunda was an iconic member of the zoo family and 
the Tulsa community since 1954. A favorite of zoo staff 
and visitors alike, her arrival in Tulsa was the result of 
a fortuitous event. The ship carrying her to the United 
States broke down in Bermuda. Children, anxious to 
see an elephant for the first time, boarded the ship 
and Gunda became a news sensation. During Gunda’s 
two-week stay in Bermuda, she was dubbed the 
most popular tourist of the year by local media. The 
adventure inspired an illustrated children’s book titled 
Ghunda’s Bermuda Holiday.

Her popularity followed her to Tulsa, where Gunda 
made appearances on Saturday mornings outside of 
different downtown stores for several months. Tulsans 
donated toward a Keep Gunda fund sponsored by the 
Junior Chamber of Commerce and Jaycees.

After Gunda’s passing her long time herd mate 
Sooky spent time with her, as staff provided a final 
opportunity for contact. Field research on elephant 
herd behavior has shown that elephants spend time 
with their deceased family members. We wanted to 
allow an opportunity for this important part of their 
social structure.

Gunda is remembered as the bravest member of the 
herd, taking new things happening in stride. Gunda loved 
going for a dip in the pool; in fact zookeepers often 
found her almost fully submerged on a summer day.

W H Y  E L E P H A N T 
C O N S E R V A T I O N  M A T T E R S

An es t imated 96 A f r ican elephants are k i l led 
each day by poachers seek ing i vory for i l lega l 
t rade. The bi gges t threat to the sur v iva l of 
e lephants in Asia i s habi tat loss. The number 
of Asian elephants has dwind led by at leas t 50 
percent whi le the species’ ava i l able habi tat has 
plummeted by 85 percent. 

Editorial cartoon by Bruce Plante, Jan. 23, 2018. 
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY

F Y  2 0 1 7 - 1 8  
F I N A N C I A L  S U M M A R Y
Total Expense $1 1,618,147 
Total Revenue $12,608,162
 

R E V E N U E
$6,235,906 Earned Revenue* 

$5,938,832 Management Fee

$280,720 Contributions,  
Education, Special Events,  
Temporary Exhibits**

$152,704 General***

 * Includes Admissions, Membership,  
    Attractions, Private Events, Food, Gift Shop and Stroller
** Includes HallowZOOeen and Education
*** Includes Interest Income, Grants, General Donations and Other Revenues

E X P E N D I T U R E S
$3,108,137 Administration

$2,026,715 Revenue Generating

$2,226,886 Facilities & Grounds

$4,256,409 Animal Conservation & Science

 Additional Footnotes: 

Some of the funds included in these lines  
are reported differently in our audited  
financial statements due to reporting  
classification. 

 Total Expenditures does not include  
depreciation expense or in-kind  
contributions such as utilities  
paid by the City of Tulsa. 

 

 

T Z M I  I N V E S T M E N T  
I N  T H E  Z O O

Lost K i ngdom Exhibi t Contr ibut ion            
$200,000

Rad iog raph Equipment  
$75,125

Vet Hospi ta l Quarant ine HVAC Replacement 
$64,940 

Tra i n Track Repa i rs  
$62,991

Bobcat Sk id S teer  
$32,500 

Large Format Pr i nter  
$26,753 

Fiberg l ass Doors  
$25,000

Bes t Lock i ng Sys tem  
$5,000
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The Tulsa Zoo is owned by the City of Tulsa and 
managed by Tulsa Zoo Management, Inc. TZMI is a 
501(c)(3) non-profit organization, governed by a 
volunteer board of directors.

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S 
Mike Miers, Chair 
Doug May, Vice Chair
Jason Van Valkenburg, Treasurer
Brad Mueller, Secretary
Hanna Bentley
Monty Butts
Shane Fernandez
Mike Harrell
Jeff James
Kenneth Klein
Suzanne Kneale
Joel-lyn McCormick
Hannah Robson
John Stava
Scott Vandergriff
Tom C. Vincent II

M I S S I O N
Inspiring passion for wildlife in every guest, every day.

V I S I O N
To be the premier family recreation destination 
and the leading wildlife education and conservation 
resource in Oklahoma.

V A L U E S
Excellence – We have a passion for excellence and 
continuous improvement. We are encouraged to 
take initiative to improve the guest experience. We 
reject the status quo because we value creativity 
and diversity. We constantly challenge and stretch 
ourselves to learn new things and to grow both 
personally and professionally.

Integrity – We act with integrity in everything we do. 
Honesty, ethics, accountability and social responsibility 
are fundamental to success. Our behavior must 
consistently reflect the zoo’s core values during both 
good and bad times.

Teamwork – We are an organization that expects 
collaboration from and within the team in order 
to achieve the zoo mission and the growth and 
development of staff and facilities. We approach 
situations, challenges and new ideas with an open 
mind. We go above and beyond, together, for every 
guest every time.

Stewardship – We will ensure responsible stewardship 
of the human and financial resources entrusted to 
us. We recognize our responsibility to be active 
participants in our local communities as well as the 
important part our communities play in supporting 
our efforts in education, conservation and outreach.

Conservation – We believe in a proactive approach to 
the preservation of the natural world. Animal care and 
conservation are the heart of our organization. We 
value our animal collection.

Fun – We look for humor, fun and fulfillment in 
our daily work. We want our organization to have 
a positive, unique and memorable impact for our 
guests and employees. We celebrate and embrace our 
diversity and each person’s individuality.

A B O U T  T U L S A  Z O O  M A N A G E M E N T ,  I N C . 
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O R D E R  O F  T H E  G R I Z Z L Y  B E A R
The Gelvin Foundation, Inc. 

O R D E R  O F  T H E  T I G E R  P L U S
Diane Allen, Jennifer McMahon & John Allen
Joyce Bumgardner, John Harkreader & Jack Harkreader
Leigh Cone, Brooks Cone & Christopher Cone
Kim Hauger, Nancy Hauger & Amy Hauger
Heidi Hunt, Amber Hundley & Cherry Black
Arlynda Moody, Jon Moody & Adam Austin
Denae Swearingen, Donald Swearingen & Angel Evers
Mike Weisz, Susan Weisz & Gretchen Phillips
Johnny Wheeler, Kristal Wheeler & Nancy Thrift

O R D E R  O F  T H E  T I G E R
Robert Allen & Marcia Allen
Brett Anderson & Elizabeth Anderson
Melanie Anderson & Lex Anderson
Steven Berlin & Debbie Smith-Berlin
Ryan Constien & Dorothy Constien
Terrie Correll & Dennis Hebert
JW Craft & Mollie Craft
Robert Durham & Brook Durham
Larry Faulkner & Robin Faulkner
Shane Fernandez & Marnie Fernandez
Joshua Fischer & Christine Fischer
Justin Hornback & Kayla Hornback
Chris Howe 
Greg Hughes 
Lindsay Hutchison & Tom Hutchison
David Kidd 
Gary Kuck & Elise Kilpatrick
Robert J. LaFortune 
Lora Larson & Brad Pickle
Judy Lawson 
Doug May & Heather May
Mike Miers & Kristi Miers
Evan Newpher & Jared Morgan
Dennis Powders & Julie Powders
Kent Ruppert & Kathy Ruppert
Tray Siegfried & Jo Siegfried
Steve Thomas & Heather Thomas
Jill Vega & Jaime Vega
Maaike Visser & Cynthia Edelmann
Stephanie Windler & Renee Anthony

OR DE R OF  T H E C H I MPA NZ E E P LUS
Kathi Baab, Emilee Irby & Jerrick Irby
Don Hammons, Mary-Kyle Windle & DJ Dillard
Vicki Rice, Jennifer Watkins & Stephanie Watkins
Brian Roberds & Staci Roberds

MEMBER DONORS

Charles Rygiel, Barbie Rygiel & Ryan Rygiel
Shalan Velez, Presten Lester & Sheila Jones

O R D E R  O F  T H E  C H I M P A N Z E E
Joseph Adler & Lorie Adler
Mike Bagby & Rebecca Bagby
Randall Brodner & Suzanne Brodner
Stephen Cortright & Staciea Cortright
Tony Gehres & Shawna Gehres
Greg Gray
Joe Hair & Sarah Hair
Mike Harrell & Amy Harrell
Kay Ingersoll & Win Ingersoll
Jeff James & Morgan James
Jenk Jones
Alexa Maloney & Jason Maloney
Jim Mathewson & Gwen Stewart-Mathewson
James B. Monroe & Linda Qualls
John Mowry & Kathleen Mowry
Joanna Potts 
Julie Rose & Matt Rose
Carol Schnepper & Sandra Smith
Sara Shmalo & Justin Johnson
Becky Terhune 
Richard Teubner 
Dane Tucker & Lisa Tucker

ORDER OF THE SNOW LEOPARD PLUS
Mary Lou Barton, Benjamin Barton & Andrea Calvert
John Brown, Kellye and Faith Brown
Linda Callery, Mike Callery & Keith Callery
Dale Campbell, Jeanne Campbell & Krista Campbell
Elbert Dudley, Eva Dudley & Amanda Huey
Hannah Gordon, Sarah Gordon & Debra Gordon
Jamie Gragg, Page Ann Ewers & James Ewers
Emily Hambright, Justin Hambright & Tonya Luttrell
Heather Harrington, Audra Durnal & Katie Carr
Holli Harris, Ed Harris & Cates Schwark
Robyn Havener, Jeff Havener & Kristin Kepford
John R. Hendrix, Kate Hendrix & Jane Bond
Jeff Hensley, Dawn Hensley & Amanda Seematter
Joshua Herron, Vanessa Herron & Hillary Gann
Steven Hill, Cindy Hill & Aaron Hill
Betty Kelsoe, Alyse Gryzymala & Karen Myers
Shelbi Ketcher, Lisa Blackman & Blair Blackman
Allison Lewallen, Hailey Colberg & Angela Lewallen
Janice Loveless, Jean Baugnon & Brad Swisher
Lisa Macek, Patrick Macek & Cathy Ryan
Bruce Magoon & Brenda Magoon
Steve Martin, Brenda Martin & Stacy Priester
Bob Martin, Heather Murray & Paul Murray

MEMBER DONORS

Joseph Mathy, Jr., Laura Mathy & Rebecca Anderson
Mark McAdams, Devin McAdams & Jessica Hassell
Sara McDonald 
Randy McPherson, Lacrecia McPherson & Andrea Krebs
Suzanne Myers, Kaci Listar & Sherrie O’Malley
Valerie Nash, Tiffany Loftus & Christopher Loftus
Jeremy Noland, Wanda Mooney & Christy Pestel Noland
John Owens, Treena Owens & Alyssa Owens
Victoria Lynn Peck, Elizabeth Cole & Jennifer Thomas
Lacy Pool, Jade Paschal & Machelle Beard
Billye Reich, Athena Reich & Kristin Reich
Kasandra Rogers, Lynley Watts & Kendra Rogers
Anita Ross, Tarrah Ross & Kaylyn Trotter
Chris Schepers, Stacie Schepers & Leslie Schepers
Dennis Shelton, Kathy Shelton & Evelyn Shelton
Chad Smith, Lindsey Smith & Aubrie Kudirka
Wendi Stacy, Michael Stacy & Jessica Stacy
Edward Sullivan, Rhiannon Sullivan & Roxie Sullivan
Donna Swank, Temberly Swank & Bryce Swank
Joelean Taylor, Butch Taylor & Deon Higgins
Ali Torabi, Sanaz Torabi & Scott Wollenschlager
Stephanie Vanderslice, Megan Vogel & Lawson Vogel
Denise Westfall, Emily George & Lindsey Goodsell
Lana Whitaker, Brittney Swanson & Alaina Swanson
Carrie Wilkinson, Becky Onyirioha & Chandra Jimenez
Kevin Witchey, Marti Ann Bohl-Witchey
Dave Yonce, Misty Yonce & Pam Piehler

O R D E R  O F  T H E  S N O W  L E O P A R D
Rebecca Alvarez & Joe Alvarez
Caleb Archambo & Mary Archambo
David Askins & Judy Baker
Blake Atkins & Amanda Atkins
JoAnn Barker & Zachary Barker
Valerie Barnes & Heather Gansauer
Ken Basden & Kathy Basden
Joe Basks  & Katy Basks
Patrick Louis Bell & James L. Redding
Andy Benfield & Cheri Benfield
Hanna Bentley & Lance Bentley
Byron Bighorse & Jennifer Bighorse
Frank Billings & Jennifer Billings
James Bode & Jan Bode
Karen Brewer & Sharon Brewer
Jenny Brown & Judy Siler
Dottie Browning & Donna Shaw
Shawn Busby & Jessica Belle DeWitt
Ian Bushyhead & Stacy Bushyhead
Jeffrey Byron & Christi Byron
Sharon Cairns & Thomas Cairns
Sarah Campbell & Kenneth Campbell
Brian Card & Kristy Card

394  
Birds

T U L S A  Z O O  A T  A  G L A N C E

244  
Mammals

311  
Reptiles 505  

Amphibians372 
Birds

1,204  
Fish

929 
Invertebrates

4 1 7  S P E C I E S

3 , 5 5 9  A N I M A L S

7 7  A R E  T H R E A T E N E D  S P E C I E S

690,000   
ZOO VISITORS

65,000    
spr i ng break at tendance

6 5 4 , 0 0 0 +   
 f i ve year average at tendance

1 0 0 , 0 0 0 +   
g ues ts i n one month - March 2018  
(on l y th i rd t i me)

second h i ghes t year 
on record
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$ 2 0 , 0 0 0 +
The Anne & Henry Zarrow Foundation
Keith Bailey
Bank of Oklahoma N.A.
CW Titus Foundation
George Kaiser Family Foundation
Grace and Franklin Bernsen Foundation
Ann Graves
H.A. & Mary K. Chapman Charitable Trust
Helmerich Trust
Suzanne & Jim Kneale
Lobeck Taylor Family Foundation
Nabholz Construction
Osage Casinos
William S. Smith
Stuart Family Foundation
Waters Charitable Foundation

$ 1 0 , 0 0 0 - $ 1 9 , 0 0 0
Hardesty Family Foundation, Inc.
Harold and Edna White Foundation
John Steele Zink Foundation
Kristi & Mike Miers
Hannah & Joe Robson
Senior Star Living
St. John Health System/ Ascension Health Ministry
Waters Charitable Trust
YOT Full Circle Foundation

$ 5 , 0 0 0 - $ 9 , 9 9 9
Burger King
Capital Advisors, Inc.
Terrie Correll and Dennis Hebert
Frederic Dorwart
Helmerich & Payne
Magellan Midstream Partners, L.P.
Mike & Heather Tedford
Modern Woodmen Fraternal Financial
Brad & Danielle Mueller
New Balance Tulsa
ONEOK Inc.
The Oxley Foundation
Price Family Properties
QuikTrip Corporation
Radiology Consultants of Tulsa, Inc.
Ranch Acres Wine & Spirits
Holly & Andrew Ryan
Stava Building Corporation
Triple Crown Energy
Williams Companies Foundation

NON-MEMBER DONORS

$ 1 , 0 0 0 - $ 4 , 9 9 9
Susannah & Jim Adelson
Melanie & Lex Anderson
The Bailey Family
Hanna & Lance Bentley
Frank & Jennifer Billings
Annette Brandt
BP Pipeline
Burton Foundation
Cedar Ridge Country Club
Cemrock Landscapes, Inc.
Claremont Corporation
Ashley Cook
Cox Communications Tulsa
Crossland Construction Company
DJM Consulting Company
Edison Healthcare, LLC
Corine Edwards
First Oklahoma Federal Credit Union
Flintco Companies, Inc.
GableGotwals
Nancy Ghlyin
Sandy & Kent Harrell
Chris Howe
Lindsay & Tom Hutchison
IHOP (International House of Pancakes)
Joe and Jennifer Potts Family Foundation
Hayden Kiser
Suzanne & Jim Kneale
Jenny & David Lamb
Oklahoma Chiller
ONEGas
Barbara & Lynn Owens
Jamey Ory 
Robert E. Patterson
REDLEE/SCS INC.
Rich & Cartmill, Inc.
Bob Rock
Samson Resources
Secure Title and Escrow
The Sharna and Irvin Frank Foundation
Lesa & John Smaligo
Staghorn Energy LLC
THEWAY Corp
TTCU Federal Credit Union
U.S. Cellular
Jason & Becca Van Valkenburg
Sarah Watson
Western Specialty Contractors

2120

O R D E R  O F  T H E  S N O W  L E O P A R D  C O N T I N U E D

James Castleberry & Jennifer Castleberry
Lisa Copeland & Lindsay Flores
Douglas Crews & Elizabeth Crews
Magan Dale & Benjamin Dale
John Dale & Katie Dale
Paul Dautenhahn & Lauren Porter
Matthew Dietz & Melissa Dietz
Mark Dixon & Amy Dixon
Wes Dunbar & Patti Dunbar
Jennifer Elder & Justin Elder
Monica Ericson & Leighton Simmons
Jamie Evans & John Evans
Jim Evans & Judith Evans
Jennifer Feighner & Robert Myers
Stephen Ferguson & Kristie Ferguson
John A. Fischer & Carol Bruneau
Cheyenne Fletcher & Amanda Ruyle
Maggie Fox & Stacia Fox
Jenna Friend & Chris Friend
James Geurin & Nedean Geurin
Jennifer Gibbens & Tom Clark
Angela Gillespie & James Gillespie
James Gordon & Cassandra Halchishick
Arthur Greeno & Noell Greeno
Jennifer Haffer 
David Hammond & Bonnie Hammond
Rickey Hayes & Wendy Hayes
Angela Hayward & Kay Cole
Bonita Haywood & Kayla Bradley
David Hernandez & Aleasha Hernandez
Donna Hoagland & Cassandra Ellis
Helen Hoelscher & Gilbert Hoelscher
Stephanie K. Holcomb & Amanda Shine
Curt Holdridge & Margaret Holdridge
Sandra Jarvis & Mark Dreyer
David Johnson & Louise Johnson
Joel Johnston & Jessica Johnston
Joseph Jordan & Vicki Jordan
Aaron Kahan & Susie Kahan
John Kapura & Marcia Kapura
Hayden Kiser 
Suzanne Kneale & Jim Kneale
Stevan Lahr & Tammi Lahr
Bethany Lance & Jeremy Lance
Brian Laughlin & Ashley Gore
Kenneth Lawrence  & Amanda Lawrence
John Lewis & Sandra Lewis
Jim Lloyd & Nancy Lloyd
Clint Maggard & Laurie Maggard
Kristina Malasauskas & Jennifer Jones
Tammie Maloney & David Maloney
Aaron Massey & Erika Massey
Beth Masterson & Morgan Masterson
Debbie Mathews & Nicole Mathews

David McDonough & Jennifer Catli
Caitlin McElroy-Haskins & Michael Haskins
John Meinders & Lori Meinders
Aaron Meyer & Jamie Meyer
Philip Moldenhauer & Susan Moldenhauer
Brad Mueller & Danielle Mueller
Robin L. Newcomer & Jean Newcomer
Mike Nichols & Leeann Wilson
John Nickel & Julie Nickel
Dale Nogar & Gina Nogar
Tara Oliver & Matthew Oliver
Stephen Olner & Latrell Olner
Lyle O’Rorke & Melanie O’Rorke
Patricia Orr-Herron & Kimberly Orr
Asheley Page & Michael Page
Chad Panter & Kristina Panter
Brent Partee & Christy Partee
Ann Paul & William Paul
Corinne Perkins & Wesley Perkins
Ashley Phillips & Ben Phillips
Mindi Plumlee & Spencer Plumlee
Onisha Poindexter & Joshua Poindexter
Celia Powles & Tony G. Powles
Jan Rigney & Gina Rigney
Terry L. Sanders & Blanche Sanders
Vincenzo Savino & Isabel Diaz
Audrey Sevenoaks & Ty Young
Cindy Smith & Jackie Dodson
Stephen Stankiewicz & Rose Stankiewicz
Melinda Steelmon & Donna Bratton
Gayle Tapp & Bryan Tapp
Clifton Taylor & Katie Taylor
Donna Theriac & Michael Theriac
Chet Thomas & Sarah Von Muller
Robert Thomas & Laura Thomas
Scott Vandergriff & Suzanne Vandergriff
Robert Vincent & Roxianne Vincent
Anhna Vuong & Brad McNutt
Cindy S. Wade & Joe Wade
Brian Walker & Diane Walker
William G. Watson & Julie Watson
Jim Webb & Tiffany Webb
Paul Welch & Sarah Welch
Jamie Wheeler & Joan Wherley
Tara Willitt & Tracy Argo
Josephine Winter & Thomas G Winter
Damion Wolfe & Sarah Wolfe
Ellen Wood & Michael Wood
Sandra W. Wood & CJ Standifer



Elisha Adams, Horticulturist
Miranda Adams, Education Specialist – Formal Programs
Whitney Agee, Guest Services Ambassador
Giselle Alverson, Registrar
Ashley Anderson, Safety Manager
Roy Ansted, Zookeeper
Jennifer Arledge, Director of Education
Ellen Averill, Marketing, PR & Design Services Director
Kay Backues, Director of Animal Health
Chloe Baker, Attractions Operator
Joseph Barkowski, Vice President of Animal Conservation & Science
Brandi Barrow, Guest Services Ambassador
Linda Bougher, Environmental Services Manager
Sarah Bowen, Special Events Manager
Lena Brook, Guest Services Ambassador
Tabitha Brown, Zookeeper Assistant
Kalle Burgess, Community Relations Manager
Quinton Canida, Operations Technician
Angela Carroll, Guest Services Ambassador
Timothy Carroll, Guest Services Ambassador
Chelsea Cather, Education Specialist – Informal Programs
Anna Chasteen, Environmental Services Technician
Katherine Close, Zookeeper
Blake Clouser, Digital Media Coordinator
Christina Clum, Zookeeper
Betty Coates, Environmental Services Technician
Lisa Cobb, Volunteer Supervisor
Austin Coburn, Attractions Operator
Nancy Shannon Cole, Attractions Operator
Lucas Condes, Attractions Operator
Michael Connolly, Zoological Manager
Terrie Correll, President/CEO
Hannah Cothran, Guest Services Ambassador
Lauren Couch, Attractions Operator
Jonathan Cox, Attractions Operator
Miranda Craig, Attractions & Ride Operators
Gabriel Crouch, Vice President of Human Resources
Sherry Crow, Attractions Operator
Cayton Curtis, Zookeeper
Allee Cushman, Attractions Operator
Karen Cypert, Finance Coordinator
Celeste Czarniak, Zoological Curator
Melissa Dandy, Contact Yard Keeper Assistant
Rachel Dearman, Attractions & Ride Operators
Dylan DiPrima, Zookeeper
Alesha Dodd, Veterinary Technician
Lilyan Donnell, Guest Services Ambassador
Kimberly Dover, Guest Services Ambassador
Lauren Dubose, Zookeeper

Cameron Dunford, Horticulturist
Cody Dunkin, Production Technician
Jordan Duvall, Environmental Services Technician
Natalia Earle, Guest Services Ambassador
Randy Eller, Attractions Operator
Monica Ericson, Development Director
Beth Ferguson, Environmental Services Manager
Markie Feuerhelm, Zookeeper
Brittany Findley, Zookeeper
Seana Flossic, Zookeeper
Eric Flossic, Zookeeper
Kilangi Forringer, Education Instructor
Timothy Frayser, Attractions Operator
Derek Freudenthal, Desktop Support Technician
Sarah Freudenthal, Senior Veterinary Technican & Hospital Manager
Jenna Friend, Corporate Sponsorship Manager
Halie Gabbard, Environmental Services Technician
Chris Gabbard, Zoological Supervisor
Jennifer Gabbard, Zookeeper
Dorothy Ganzel, Guest Services Ambassador
Jeremy Garrison, Education Instructor – Camp Assistant
Thomas Gibson, Guest Services Ambassador
Jared Gilbert, Exhibits Fabricator
Kyle Gillard, Environmental Services Technician
Alicia Gillean, Education Instructor
Bryan Girod, Horticulturist
Kathleen Girvin, Education Manager – Reserved Programs

STAFF

3 0 0 , 9 7 4 
t ra i n t i cke ts were sold i n FY 2017-18.

6 , 3 1 7 rode the Haunted Tra i n  

duri ng the 5 n i ghts of Ha l lowZOOeen
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Meranda Golbek, Education Instructor
Angela Gomez, Membership Coordinator
Roberto Gonzalez Security Officer
Aaron Goodwin, Zookeeper
Micah Green, Environmental Services Technician
Jena Gray, Education Specialist – Interpretive Programs
Anne Grinnan, Curator of Education
Karen Guess, Zookeeper
Jackelynn Gutierrez, Zookeeper Assistant
Judith Hager, Zookeeper
Emily Hallford, Zookeeper
Jason Hamilton, Operations Manager
Donald Hammons, Vice President of Finance & Administration
Christofer Hampton, Graphic Designer
Mary Harmon, Zookeeper
Chantelli Harrington, Attractions Operator
Troy Hartje, Zookeeper
Kristy Hicks, Zookeeper
James Higgs, Security Manager
Joel Higgs, Guest Services Ambassador
Jenny Hiller, Attractions Operator
Stephanie Hobson, Zookeeper
Krista Hodge, Guest Services Ambassador
Ruth Holland, Marketing Design Manager
Kathryn Holman, Attractions Operator
Elizabeth Horton, Environmental Services Technician
Heidi Hunt, Assistant Admissions Membership
Lindsay Hutchison, Vice President of Philanthropy & Community Engagement
Monika Johnson, Attractions Operator
Todd Johnson, Assistant Security Manager
LaQuisha Johnson, Attractions Operator
Amity Johnson, Guest Services Ambassador
Mary Johnston, Guest Services Ambassador
Benjamin Kabel, Zookeeper
Stephanie Kain, Zoological Manager
Erik Kalen, Zoological Supervisor
Aleksandra Kalenak, Zookeeper
Alexis Keeling, Attractions Operator
Ethan Keeling, Attractions Operator
Brandon Keys, Attractions Operator
Jennifer Kilburn, Associate Veterinarian
Amanda Kile, Education Instructor –  Visitor Programs; Seasonal
Karianne King, Zookeeper Assistant
Carter Kleoppel, Zookeeper
Lynne Kline, Guest Services Ambassador
Richard Kotarsky, Curator of Conservation and Scientific Advancement
Robert Lay, Security Officer
Josef Lindholm, Zoological Curator

STAFF
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Yet wi th a l l the technolog y of the 

f uture pl ans, there wi l l s t i l l  be the 

keepers, the backbone of the zoo, 

car i ng for the an i ma l s wi th shovel , 

broom, rake and hose.

                    
  -  Hugh Dav i s



Alex Lolato, Network Administrator
Morgan Longan, Zookeeper Assistant
Paul Louderback, Zoological Supervisor
Greg Lovelace, Attractions & Ride Operators
Chris Maico, Zookeeper
Alyssa Maltman, Zookeeper
Lisa Maracic, Zookeeper
Jorel Martin, Zookeeper
Dawnella Mcanelly, Environmental Services Technician
Donald Mcclure, Operations, Supervisor
Jenna McMichael, Zookeeper
Charles Merchant, Operations Technician
Lisa Miller, Zookeeper
Jim Misel, Horticulture Supervisor
Kayla Montgomery, Attractions Operator
Halle Moore, Zookeeper
Karen Morrow, Zoological Supervisor
Katlynn Morrow, Education Instructor – Camp Lead; Seasonal
Thomas Mortimer, Zoological Supervisor
Rhandi Mosco, Guest Services Ambassador
Patrick Murphy, Zoological Manager
Brooke Murray, Guest Services Ambassador
Carol Myers, Guest Services Ambassador
Gary Nail, Operations Technician
Evan Newpher, Admissions & Membership Manager
Maureen O’Leary, Zookeeper
Kathryn O’Reilly, Zookeeper
Michael Ortiz, Attractions Operator
Heather Ostenberg, Administrative Assistant
Natalie Owen, Attractions Operator
Michael Palmer, Groundskeeper
Kaylyn Paulsen, Education Supervisor
Christopher Pearce, Zookeeper
Jordan Piha, Zoological Curator
Audra Pitts, Zookeeper Assistant
Brenda Pixley, Accounts Receivable Coordinator
Kristin Powers, Zookeeper
James Poyner, Security Officer
Shari Putman, Guest Services Ambassador
Aaron Reeves, Attractions Operator
Rosie Remington, Attractions Operator
Kelly Reynolds, Horticulturist
Stormy Richburg, Security Officer
Barkley Rogers, Zookeeper Assistant
Bobbi Rolig, Guest Services Ambassador
Crystal Romas, Attractions Operator
Thelma Rosado-Galindo, Benefits Broker Representative
Jay Ross, Horticulture Curator

Rebecca Sampson, Education Instructor –  Visitor Programs
Nikolaus Sauer, Assistant Attractions Manager
Jessica Scallan, Zookeeper
Jenna Schmidt, Zookeeper
Kim Sevier, Zookeeper
Laura Shand, Horticulturist
Blake Shearrer, Environmental Services Technician
Eldon Shinpoch, Operations, Supervisor
Scott Shope, Vice President of Facilities & Construction
John Shuman, Security Officer
Lindsay Slaughter, Guest Services Ambassador
Melissa Smith, Attractions Operator
Jaclyn Smith, Attractions Operator
Sydney Smith, Guest Services Ambassador
Doug Snyder, Zookeeper
Samantha Soderquist, Guest Services Ambassador
Matthew Solberg, Attractions Operator
Shawneese Stockton, Guest Services Ambassador
Nicolas Stolusky, Private Events Sales Supervisor
Erik Storjohann, Zookeeper
Katie Story, Zookeeper
Kaylin Strausbaugh, Zookeeper
Jeremy Stutler, Zookeeper
Denae Swearingen, Guest Services Ambassador
Marcie Tarvid, Curator of Behavioral Husbandry
Deidre Timms, Zookeeper
Sarah Van Bavel, Zookeeper
Josefina Vandiver,  Zookeeper Assistant
Mikal Velez, Attractions Operator
Trent Veppert, Zookeeper
Robert Walker, Operations Technician
Johnna Walker, Development Special Projects
Nick Walters, Guest Services Ambassador
Amy Watson, Group Sales Manager
Patrick Weisz, Guest Services Director
LJ Wethey, Operations Technician
Johnny Wheeler, Attractions Manager
Ronald White, Mechanic
Megan Whittaker, Attractions Operator
Joelle Wiggs, Human Resources Generalist
Christopher Williams, Zookeeper
Veda Williamson, Guest Services Ambassador
Karen Williamson, Group Sales Coordinator
Michael Willis, Security Officer
James Wilmott, Information Systems Manager
Jessica Wright, Accountant
Jarrod Wyatt, Special Projects Manager
Margarett Zambrano, Zookeeper Assistant
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THANK YOU

TZMI and the Tulsa Zoo are grateful for the support of our donors, 

our sponsors and our community of zoo friends. Because of you,  

we have exciting plans for the future.

The upcoming fiscal year will bring important developments and 

news about our new Helmerich Playground; our Vision projects to 

expand and revitalize our Asian elephant habitat and reshape our 

front entry plaza; and Improve Our Tulsa-supported African Wilds: 

Carnivores, which will include a new home for our African lions, 

African painted dogs, meerkats and more.

To learn how to support the Tulsa Zoo’s master plan to become the 

zoo our community deserves, please visit buildingbeyond.org.



TULSAZOO.ORG • (918) 669-6600

INSPIRING PASSION  

FOR WILDLIFE  

IN EVERY GUEST,  

EVERY DAY.

SINCE 1928.


