
The Tulsa Zoo is working with The Wild Nature Institute to 
support the expansion of a unique giraffe demography study 
used in identifying and tracking wild giraffes by utilizing their 
unique spot patterns to understand individual movements 
and survival. With this special tool, they are monitoring 2,100 individual
giraffes in an area of over 4,000 sq. km within a fragmented ecosystem. 
They are using non-invasive photographic mark-recapture methods with the 
goals of first, understanding population dynamics of giraffe in a fragmented 
landscape in order to successfully conserve the species and its savanna 
habitat; and second, to raise awareness of population declines and threats 
to the national animal of Tanzania. This is the largest giraffe demography 
project and one of the biggest large-mammal demography studies in history.

T U L S A  ZO O ’ S  F O C U S :  F I E L D  R E S E A R C H 
A N D  C O M M U N I T Y E D U C AT I O N

• The Wild Nature Institute is a very progressive, but grassroots
organization who have helped commence land-use planning in part
of their study area and have collected wildlife data in a collaborative
effort with several NGOs, wildlife authorities and village leaders to
create comprehensive, connected protected areas among adjacent
villages to allow for movement of wildlife and Masai pastoralists. 
Our partnership will support the expansion of the demographic
research and will be used for fieldwork expenses, to conduct
statistical analyses, for education outreach activities to provide
critical data and maps to decision-makers for land-use plans.
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